
hoods, and continue to work with 

us whenever possible. 

Sincerely, 

John L. Farrell 

To friends and partners of the 

PhillyRising Collaborative:  Wel-

come to PhillyRising’s first elec-

tronic newsletter!  For those of 

you not yet familiar with us, 

PhillyRising focuses on neighbor-

hoods throughout Philadelphia 

that are plagued by chronic crime 

and quality of life concerns, and 

establishes partnerships with 

commu-

nity mem-

bers to 

address 

these 

issues. 

The 

PhillyRis-

ing Team 

coordinates the actions of City 

agencies to help neighbors realize 

their vision for their community 

through sustainable, responsive, 

and cost-effective solutions. 

As the PhillyRising Team has 

grown over the past year to in-

clude new members and a rapidly 

expanding cadre of neighbor-

hoods, we realized that there is a 

growing amount of positive en-

ergy coming from our partners, 

but not enough methods to com-

municate 

it.  The 

purpose 

of this 

newsletter 

is to tell 

some of 

the stories 

of those who dedicate themselves 

to improving some of Philadel-

phia’s finest communities.  Each 

issue will include highlights about 

an event or program in a specific 

neighborhood (Neighborhood 

Highlight), an organization going 

beyond the call of duty to im-

prove a neighborhood 

(Community Gem), and an indi-

vidual who inspires us all to work 

harder for our City (Neighbor 

Highlight). 

I hope you will join us in celebrat-

ing the great work that is being 

achieved in PhillyRising neighbor-
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Keep in touch with 

PhillyRising! 

‘Like’ PhillyRising on  

Facebook 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

 

 

@PhillyRisingMDO 
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On Saturday January 21, 2012 the 
PhillyRising Team in Point Breeze 
hosted a concert to launch the 
creation of a youth activities calen-
dar and the opening of the Phila-
delphia Youth Music Program 
(PYMP) in the Wilson Park Com-
munity Recreation Center.  This 
multi-million dollar community  

Rell, Grammy Award winning song 
writer & producer Carvin Haggins 
and Dominic McFadden.   

center and recording studio is 
owned by the Philadelphia Hous-
ing Authority.  PYMP was devel-
oped in collaboration with local 

residents to create more program-
ming for the youth in Point 
Breeze.  Although the facility had 
been off-limits to the community, 
the PhillyRising team worked with 
residents and government agen-
cies to create a partnership that 
opened the doors to Wilson Park.   
South Division Coordinator Adé 
Fuqua was then able to bring 
producer Dominic McFadden of 
McFadden Music Productions, 
and his team of Grammy Award-
winning music professionals to 
the center.  McFadden and his 
team have worked with local part-
ners to create PYMP, which pro-
vides free music classes 3 days a 
week. The music program held its 
first class on February 15th 2012 
with thirty participants between 
ages twelve and seventeen.  After 
completing the curriculum, stu-
dents will have opportunities for 
paid internships at major studios, 

from employment skill develop-

ment to computer training, refur-

bishing, and recycling.  All of 

HVC’s programs are led by Direc-

tor Irvin Shannon, and adminis-

trated by their dedicated  

volunteers. 

The Harmonious Volunteer Cen-
ter is represented by the people it 
serves, and over the past 13 years 
it has succeeded in developing 

Since 1998, The Harmonious 

Volunteer Center (HVC) at 

Chalmers Park has served as a 

grass-roots organization commit-

ted to the revitalization and sus-

tainability of the North Philadel-

phia area. Their mission state-

ment, "To provide Community 

Service; Volunteer Training Sys-

tems; and Assistance to Commu-

nity Based Organizations," demon-

strates their commitment to devel-

oping workable solutions to social 

problems adversely affecting the 

elderly, youth, unemployed, ex-

offenders, and community resi-

dents. The organization currently 

operates 28 programs ranging 

relationships and organizing 
neighborhoods. These years of 
development have placed HVC in 
a unique position to serve the 
needs of the community and sup-
port a wide range of annual 
events.  The PhillyRising Team 
looks forward to continuing our 
partnership with HVC with many 
successful future ventures.    

Philadelphia Youth Music Partnership Concert  

Community Gem  

Harmonious Volunteer Center 

“The Harmonious 

Volunteer Center  

currently operates 28 

programs ranging from 

employment and  skill 

development to 

computer training, 

refurbishing, and 

recycling.”  
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The South Philadelphia 
Youth Music Program 
Kick-Off Event took place 
in  the Southern PhillyRis-
ing  neighborhood of Point 
Breeze under the coordina-
tion of Adé Fuqua, 
PhillyRising Divisional 
Coordinator. 

A „Community Gem‟ is a 
community organization, 
group, facility or entity  
that provides resources and 
social services to members 
of their community.  It is 
alongside these „Gems‟ that 
PhillyRising is able to 
transform communities 
across the city of Philadel-
phia. 

Some of the young performers 

PhillyRising, Mayor Nutter and friends 

Irvin Shannon, Director of the Harmoni-

ous Volunteer Center 

aired on local radio, and to learn 
skills that will help develop careers 
in the music industry.  



Diane Bridges, a resident of the 

Hartranft community for more 

than 30 years, is a community 

leader, activist, and the Executive 

Director of Neighborhood Enrich-

ment Development Corporation 

(NET CDC).  Alongside all of 

these hats Diane is the go-to per-

son regarding community rela-

tions with the police, signing resi-

dents up to receive free support 

during the holiday season, and 

offering guidance about who to 

contact about a neighborhood 

clean-up, a vacant property, and a 

number of other issues. 

NET CDC has been a major part-
ner with The PhillyRising Col-
laborative since its first meeting in 
February 2010.    Due to NET’s 
close relationship with the com-
munity, it has been able to iden-
tify key areas that need support 
within the community.  Since 
working with the PhillyRising 
Collaborative, education, health, 
vacant lots and properties,  graf-
fiti, and overall neighborhood 

cleanliness have been areas that 
have been identified by Ms.  
Bridges, NET CDC, and commu-
nity residents.  Diane Bridges has 
always been a consistent supporter 
of collaboration with others in an 
effort to 
improve 
the 
services 
that are 
pro-
vided to 
her community and to sustain the 
work for generations to come. 

S.W.A.G. Week 
A week of activities and resources for  

Students With A Goal 
 
Monday, April 2nd through Saturday April 7th 2012 

**Various locations in South Philadelphia** 
 

For a schedule of events, control/click:  

http://tinyurl.com/6w5qcej 

Philly Spring Clean-Up 

Saturday, April 14, 2012 

Visit  
http://www.facebook.com/phillyrisingmdo 

 for volunteer opportunities in PhillyRising 
Neighborhoods 

Neighbor Highlight: Ms. Diane Bridges of Hartranft 

Upcoming Events 

PhillyRising in the News 
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The „Neighbor Highlight‟ 
focuses attention on the 
work of a PhillyRising 
neighborhood resident 
who has exemplified excel-
lence in service to their 
community and to the city 
of Philadelphia. 
 

City's managing director turns loss of dad, daugh-

ter into mission to make others' lives better 

WHEN HE WAS 13, Rich Negrin saw his Cu-

ban-activist father gunned down by anti-Castro 

terrorists.  He held him as he died, kneeling in 

the street covered with his father's blood. After 

he became a father himself,  Negrin watched  

Click here to read this Philly.com article. 

La Ciudad de Filadelfia ha implementado un 
programa con la finalidad de mejorar la cali-
dad de sus residentes y de atacar la tasa de 
crimen que impacta a nuestras comunidades. 
The PhillyRising Collaborative apunta hacia 
los vecindarios que están plagados por un 
índicedecrimencrónicoyproblemáticasdesitua-
cióndecalidaddevida.  

Click here to read more from El Sol. 

http://tinyurl.com/6w5qcej
http://articles.philly.com/2012-02-03/news/31021726_1_anti-castro-terrorists-black-kids-father
http://issuu.com/elsoln1/docs/el_sol_philadelphia_vol19_48_febrero_15-2012


Municipal Services Building 

1401 JFK Boulevard, Suite 1640 

Philadelphia, PA 19102-1683 

 

phillyrising@phila.gov 

facebook.com/PhillyRisingMDO 

 

T H E  P H I L L Y R I S I N G  
C O L L A B O R A T I V E  

PhillyRising on Martin Luther King Day of Service 

 

Managing Director Rich Negrin, Dan O‟Brien and  

volunteers in Strawberry Mansion 
Lauren Walker and Temple University students in  

Hartranft– Cleaning Germantown Avenue   

Volunteers in Haddington at the  West  

Philadelphia Achievement Charter School  

Volunteers in Swampoodle cleaning Chalmers 

Adé Fuqua speaking 

with students in Point 

Breeze 

The PhillyRising Collaborative is the City of 
Philadelphia‟s new way of doing business.  

 
PhillyRising targets neighborhoods throughout 

Philadelphia that are plagued by chronic crime and 
quality of life concerns, and establishes partnerships 
with community members to address these issues. 
The PhillyRising Team coordinates the actions of 
City agencies to help neighbors realize their vision 
for their community through sustainable, respon-

sive, and cost-effective solutions.  
 

Together, residents and the City government can 
keep Philly Rising!  

 

Community clean-up of Hedge Street 

Park in Frankford 


